Silent Spring at 40 Reflection:

Reading Like a Scientist

Name: ___________________________

Reading Like a Scientist – cont’d


Step One

Read the article “Silent Spring at 40”
Reason Magazine Online. http://reason.com/rb/rb061202.shtml accessed 10 July 2005.

Step Two

Look through the article and note three good things about DDT according to Bailey, and three bad things about DDT according to Carson.  List them below:

DDT is GOOD Because… (Bailey)

1.

2.

3.

DDT is BAD Because…(Carson)

1.

2.

3.

Step Three 

SOURCE OF THE EVIDENCE:  Make a note of the source of evidence that supports or rejects each possible reason.  Think about whether this source is reputable and whether you can research it further.

GOOD THINGS (according to Bailey)

1. Source cited in the article:

2. Source cited in the article:

3. Source cited in the article:

BAD  THINGS (according to Carson)

1. Evidence from the article:

2. Evidence from the article:

3. Evidence from the article:

Step Four

PATTERNS – CONNECTIONS – CONTEXT

Write a short explanation (summary) of the evidence described by Bailey that shows that Rachel Carson’s Evidence is wrong or was taken out of context.

Step Five

SUPPOSITION

Imagine what types of evidence we could look for today to double check Bailey.  Maybe we could look at some of the same evidence and would find that Bailey’s points are not valid.  Write at least three questions that could be asked:

1.

2.

3.

Step Six

WHY DOES THIS TOPIC MATTER

Who should care, and why?  On a separate sheet of paper write a short paragraph
 explaining who should care about the article and why they should care.

� Remember:  A Paragraph = an introduction sentence, at least three facts/details/observations supporting your claim, and a summary sentence restating the significance of the introductory idea.  �


For example, the topic sentence could be:  My Grandma cares about DDT because she used to spray it on her grapes.  





